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THEME OR ISSUE: HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS UPR CYCLES

1. Consult a broad range of civil society actors and reflect their views in the Nongovernmental Organisations Act, 2016 to 
ensure an open, accountable and vibrant NGO sector.

2. Thoroughly investigate the threats against human rights defenders and civil society organisations, bringing to justice 
those responsible and guarantee reparations to the victims, especially those working for women’s rights

3. Explicitly recognise the legitimacy of the work carried out by human rights defenders, publicly support their work and 
provide protection for them

4. Ensure that civil society organisations and human rights defenders can operate in a safe environment and that all 
allegations of intimidation, harassment and violence are fully investigated.

Existing Challenges

1. Increasing threats (Arbitrary arrests, torture, extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances) of human rights defenders

A number of human rights defenders in Uganda continue to be arrested and detained arbitrarily, only to be released without 
any charges.1

2. Shrinking operating space for HRDs meaning that all rights are at stake2

As long as human rights defenders are not allowed to operate freely and openly, it will automatically lead to stifling of their work 
as far as promotion, protection and realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms, first for themselves and second, for 
all the people the strive to defend.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The government of Uganda should:

1. Expedite the completion, launch, and dissemination of the National Action Plan on Human Rights, which sets out the 
government’s commitments towards the protection and promotion of human rights, and described strategies to be 
implemented to achieve the set targets. 

2. Thoroughly investigate all threats and attacks against human rights defenders and civil society organisations, bring to 
justice those responsible in fair trials, and provide reparations to the victims and survivors, including women human 
rights defenders and journalists.

3. Through the institution of Police, conduct swift, thorough, transparent, and effective investigations into, provide reports 
on, the rampant NGO office break-ins, and bring perpetrators to book.

4. Through Parliament, immediately pass the Human Rights Defenders Bill, 2021 to strengthen the protection of the rights 
of human rights defenders. The consolidated efforts of human rights defenders in Uganda should be recognized and 
protected.

5. Lift all bans and suspension of development partners and desist from surveillance over the financial accounts of human 
rights defenders’ organizations so as to allow them operate freely with the ultimate aim of promoting human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all in Uganda.
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Endnotes
1  https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/uganda-arbitrary-detention-and-subsequent-release-of-nine 
Also see: https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/uganda-arbitrary-detention-of-a-hrd-and-a-journalist-working-on 
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/uganda-eight-human-rights-defenders-arrested-for-allegedly-beating-great-
seasons-workers-freed-on-bail-after-30-days-in-prison/ 
https://observer.ug/viewpoint/71951-test-of-uganda-s-rule-of-law-illegal-detention-torture-extrajudicial-killings 
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/Africa/uganda/uganda-in-wake-of-elections-activists-journalists-and-political 
2  https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/WRGS/WHRDEastAfricaReport.pdf 
http://www.civicus.org/images/Addressing_Civic_Space_Restrictions_in_Uganda_PolicyBrief_Feb2017rf.pdf 
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CONTACT US

HRCU: msekaggya@hrcug.org | 
0772788821
NCHRDU: executive@hrdcoalition.ug
DEFENDDEFENDERS: 
HassanS@defendefenders.org


