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SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS UPR CYCLES

Approx. 120 words noting recommendations made to Uganda on the relevant theme in the first and second 
cycles.

Increase funding and raise capitation for learners at all levels. Address the learning gap where approximately  2% of 
Ugandan children aged from 6 to 12 years (154,552 children) are not in school. The current capitation allocation 
for a primary school pupil is 14,000 UGX per year translating into about 4,700 UGX per student per term which 
is inadequate for the attainment of quality education. Remove internet tariffs including dropping the 12% 
replacement of OTT that commenced in FY201/2022. 

Support for Girl’s education to reduce VAC, teenage pregnancy and improve their enrolment at all levels. Today, 
secondary school enrolment for girls is 25.5% compared to 29% for boys and the senior four (S4) completion 
rate for girls is 36.0% compared to 39.6% for boys.

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK

Approx. 200 words outlining relevant national legislation, statistics, policies and initiative.

Laws guide and regulate interventions in the delivery of Education and sports services and have a large bearing 
on the activities of user departments and agencies in execution of their respective mandates. 

Uganda has a number of policies, laws, plans, frameworks and strategies that guide the delivery of its education. 
They include, the UNEB Act, 2021, the NCDC Amended Act 1973 now, the (National Curriculum Development 
Centre Act 2021), the National Teacher Policy 2019, the Technical Vocational Education and Training Policy 
2019, the Education, Pre-Primary, Primary and Post Primary Act, 2008, the BTVET Act 2008, the Universities and 
Other Tertiary Institutions Act 2001.
The 1992 Government White Paper on Education (GWPE), the Physical Education and Sports (PES) Policy (2004); 
the Education Sector HIV and AIDS Workplace Policy (2007); the National Higher Education Students’ Financing 
Policy (2012), Early Childhood Development Teacher Education and Training Policy, and Gender in Education 
Policy (2016), Education Service Act (2002); Uganda National Commission for United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, Cultural Organization (UNATCOM-UNESCO) Act, 2014;  Higher Education Students’ Financing Board 
(HESFB) Act, 2014 as well as Facility specific legislations including the Nakivubo War Memorial Stadium Trust 
Act (1953) and the Mandela National Stadium Act.
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CHALLENGES  IMPACT

Approx. 120 words on critical human rights challenges 
(approx. 3-10 bullet points directly related to the 
recommendations)

1. Lack of school feeding program in schools ;

2. lack of sanitary pads for girls

3. Inadequate Water, Hygiene and Sanitation 
facilities.

4. Schools not connected to the national grid despite heavy 
investment in dams for hydro-electric generation

5. Rural schools are characterized by darkness.

6. Negative perceptions on the teaching profession in 
relation to welfare & image,

7. Education development budget not meeting the 
Muscat Agreement to allocate 4-6 % of country’s GDP or 
at least 15-20 % of their public expenditure to education 
prioritizing groups.

8. Internet tariffs even after dropping the (OTT) hiding it in 
the current 12% levy that began FY2021/2022.

9. Inadequate ICT, pedagogical and communication skills among 
most school teachers

10. Declining learning outcomes.

Approx. 600 words on the corresponding impact 
of each challenge (justifying the need for the 
recommendations)

1. Implement the Inclusive Education Policy to 
sustainably guarantee a midday meal for learners 
in all education institutions. Imagine, adults sitting 
in workshops from 7:00 am – 5:00 pm are treated to 
breakfast, break tea, lunch and evening tea while 
learners of 4-13 years are kept on empty stomachs 
in school. The same learners are expected to be 
future teachers, pharmacists, doctors, lawyers and 
engineers. To mmonitor and report on progress 
Operationalise of implementation of SDG 4 (Quality 
Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 
(Reduced inequalities) as well as monitoring and 
reporting on all strategies and frameworks for 
refugee education covers a holistic education, 
leaving no one behind.

2.  Provide sanitary towels to all girls undergoing 
menstruation and also ensure provision of safe 
and secure changing rooms for girls in all schools. 
Schools are characterized by very stinking latrines. 
In some rural schools, entry to available stances is 
prohibitive because of the 

3. nature of disposal of waste. Such facilities are a 
danger to girls who can be susceptible to Unitary 
Tract Infections in case they squatted in such filthy 
and unhygienically maintained washrooms.
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4. Improve water harvesting for schools, provide 
tanks and construct underground water tanks to 
ensure sufficient provision of water for all learners 
leaving no one behind. A good number of schools 
have roofs with no facility to arrest and harvest rain 
water. If harvested and well maintained through 
testing, schools will provide safe drinking water for 
every learner at school. Safe drinking water helps to 

address indigestion challenges among learners.

5. Connect all schools to the national grid to ensure 
sustainable teaching and learning processes for 
Science Technology Education and Mathematics 
(STEM). Apart from being connected to the national 
grid, schools must innovate to install solar panes on 
available school roofs as a way of complementing 
the available source of power.

6.  Learner inability to read and interpret texts 
during rainy and cloudy seasons when darkness 
is at its highest. This is common during national 
examinations where large and poorly spaced rooms 
are not supported by any lighting system but 
remain relying on natural light from the sun. In most 
cases when weather changes, learners struggle with 
light and tests on paper.

7.     Rethink and redesign an education system that 
promotes critical thinking and problem-solving 
to suit situations like pandemics, drawing 
lessons from COVID-19. Since it is true that 
“you cannot give what you don’t have”, for 
learners to have the above attributes, teachers 
and teacher trainers need to demonstrate 
possession pf such attributes to ensure 
transformative education.
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8.      Increase the education sector budget to meet 
the 20% national budget allocation is well spelt 
out in the Muscat Convention. The current 
education budget in Uganda is between 11- 
12% making it a challenge to hit the agreed 
percentage.

9.     Remove internet tariffs and levy on data 
used by education institutions to facilitate 
sustainable education that is transformative. 
Apart from being transformative, the removal 
of tariffs will also pudge the inequality gap 
brought about by the haves against the 
have nots in terms of access to smart phone 
gadgets, power to charge smart phones and 
constant data to enable usage of the gadgets.

10.   Implement a national Digital Agenda for 
Uganda to ensure access for online learning 
for all. Implement the national Teacher Policy 
to promote career development programs for 
teachers in rural areas and focus on Teachers 
Incentive Framework and the Teachers 
Continuous Professional Development

11.   Implement affirmative action geared at 
improving learning outcomes in rural districts, 
such as reduced pupil-teacher ratios to facilitate 
teaching and learning that is responsive to 
individual learners’ needs.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Approx. 360 words extracting recommendations from CSO submissions and directly related to the 
challenges described above (approx 10 SMART recommendations in bullet points). 

1. Implement the policy of allowing teenage mothers to return to school after giving birth and also sensitize 
boys and young men on the value of education and educated mothers. This recommendation addresses 
the current challenge of teenage mothers to return, remain and complete school.

2.Mainstream Gender studies right from Early Childhood Development to University and also mainstream 
sexuality education at all levels of education. This recommendation guarantees total safety and security 
of boys’ and girls’ sexuality knowledge and understanding.  It is the cure for sex for marks and sexual 
harassment.

2. Bring back the department of Culture that is under the Ministry of Gender Labour and Social 
Development to the Ministry of Education and Sports so as to mainstream culture education in all level of 
curriculum for enculturation.

3. Expedite the approval of the “Inclusive Education” policy by cabinet to have it fully implemented.
4. Put in place a policy for the “urban poor” to carter for slum dwellers, ghetto youths, street children and 

other destitute.
5. Amend the Education (Pre-Primary, Primary and Post-Primary) Act 2008 to include a rich regulatory 

framework to deal with the conflict of interest by government officials who work for government and at 
the same time own and run private schools.

6. Amend the Education (Pre-Primary Primary and Post-Primary) Act 2008, to include a provision for Parents 
and Teachers Association (PTAs) in all schools at all levels.

7. Puts in place a policy for the genius learners as one category of learners with special learning needs

8. Implement a national Digital Agenda for Uganda to ensure access for online learning for all. Implement 
the national Teacher Policy to promote career development programs for teachers in rural areas and 
focus on Teachers Incentive Framework and the Teachers Continuous Professional Development.

9. Provide appointment letters to teachers detailing terms and conditions of employment as well as any 
other necessary instruments.

10. Implement the Sexuality Education Framework to address sexual reproductive health and rights issues to 
address unwanted-teenage pregnancy, school drop-out and early marriage.
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CONTACT US

Education Advocacy With A Difference (EAWAD)
Plot. 92, Semawata Road, Ntinda Kampala.


