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SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS UPR CYCLES

1. Denial of access to land to ethnic minorities: The Land Act of 1998 and the National Environment Statute 
of 1995 protect customary interests in land and traditional uses of forests. However, these laws also 
authorize the government to exclude human activities in any forest area by declaring it a protected forest, 
thus nullifying the customary land rights of ethnic minorities. This resulted into persistent landlessness, 
extreme poverty conditions, isolation, exclusion and discrimination affecting their economic livelihoods 
and social cultural lifestyles.  These live as squatters on other people’s land, for example, some Batwa 
in Kisoro and Kabale, Banyabindi in Kasese and Benet on land belonging to Mt Elgon National Park, the 
Bagungu in Buliisa district continue to lose land to the oil and gas sector with no adequate compensation. 
Ik and Tepeth people live on forest reserves, (Morungole and Mt. Moroto), this implies that they will be 
evicted any time. Karamojong pastoralist who equally live in Game reserves and parks such as Bokora-
Matheniko, Pian-Upe wild life reserves and Kidepo National Park. 

2. Violation of the right access to social services such as education and health to ethnic minorities: The 
Uganda Constitution (1995) provides among its Social and Economic Objectives that the State shall 
ensure that all Ugandans enjoy rights and opportunities in relation to access to health services. Access 
to health services among Indigenous ethnic minorities remained low. For example AICM’s assessment of 
access to education and health services (2021), found out that, most Batwa communities (69%) do not 
access nearest standard health facility within a radius of 5km. 94% of Batwa could not afford to pay for 
charges on health care services at private facilities and 67% of Batwa reported lack of medicine in their 
local health facilities. All these add up to health care services challenge to Batwa community in Uganda. 

Article 30 of the Constitution of Republic of Uganda guarantees the right to education for all persons. And 
Uganda government has a programme of Universal Primary Education (UPE) and Universal Secondary 
Education (USE) Uganda Post-Primary Education Training (UPPET) emphasised under vision 2040. 
Though there is no direct exclusion of ethnic minorities, from accessing these programs, but little has 
been done to guarantee special consideration for ethnic minority youth and children to access these 
programs. The ethnic minority are found in the remotest parts of the country.  The schools available 
are universal primary free schools, these are often characterized by poor quality, in some cases lack 
of infrastructure, teachers and children of ethnic minorities have to trek long distances to reach these 
schools. For example, the Batwa and Benet who live at the peripheral of other communities walk long 
distances to access schools. Whereas this also applicable to other marginalized communities, the ethnic 
minority like the Batwa and the Benet are disproportionately affected.

3. Denial of participation of ethnic minorities in decision making on matters that affect their lives. Articles 
36 of the Constitution of Uganda (1995), Minorities have a right to participate in decision-making 
processes, and their views and interests shall be taken into account in the making of national plans 
and programs. However Political participation of ethnic minorities remains limited and their socio-
economic rights are ignored by the State and society.
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NATIONAL FRAMEWORK
Legal Framework on Issue 1 : The Land Act of 1998 and the National Environment Statute of 1995 does not  explicitly 
protect customary interests in land and traditional uses of forests. 

Legal Framework on issue 2 : The Constitution of Republic of Uganda (1995) provides among its Social and Economic 
Objectives that the State shall ensure that all Ugandans enjoy rights and opportunities in relation to access to health 
services. The Government of Uganda has not made deliberate effort to extend healthservices closer to the ethnic 
minority communities even though the constitution provides for affirmative action under (Article 32) in favor of 
marginalized groups, but no mention of ethnic minorities. Article 30 of Constitution of Republic of Uganda guarantees 
the right to education for all pesons. Though there is no direct exclusion of ethnic minorities, from accessing these 
programs, little has been done to guarantee special consideration for ethnic minority youth and children to access 
these education and health services sufficiently.

Legal Framework on issue 3 : Article 36 of the Constitution of Uganda (1995), Minorities have a right to participate in 
decision-making processes, and their views and interests shall be taken into account in the making of national plans 
and programmes. However Political participation of ethnic minorities remains limited and their socio-economic rights 
are ignored by the State and society; 

CHALLENGES IMPACT
Challenge on issues 1 : enfoncement of relevant laws 
such National Land Policy (2013), that offers recognition 
and protection of the rights to ancestral lands of ethnic 
minority groups. Failure by Government of Uganda to 
implement UPR recommandation on Recognition of 
Indigenous Peoples right to their  ancestral land and 
ressources.

1. Lack of land for Agriculture for ethnic minorities 
leading to food insecurity, loss of livelihoods 
of indigenous ethnic minorities as they heavily 
depend on land. 

Challenge on issue 2: the  enforcement of Affirmative 
action under (Article 32)  of the Constitution of Republic 
of Uganda, especially on areas of health and education 
in favor of marginalized ethnic minority groups.  

2. Low access to social services such education and 
health services. health facilities are far away from 
ethnic minority communities this pose great risk 
in case of emergencies such maternal related 
services or epidemic outbreak. Children of ethnic 
minorities do not attend school regularly and 
experience high school dropout rates, resulting 
into high illiteracy levels among ethnic minorities.
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Challenge on issue 3: The enforcement Article 36 of the 
Constitution of Uganda (1995),  which provides for the 
rights of  participation in decision-making processes of 
ethnic minorities.

3. Ethnic minorities have been left out in decision 
making process and they are not consulted 
to give their free, prior and informed consent 
regarding development activities that have an 
impact on access to their land. For example, 
the Batwa, Benet, etc. were not consulted when 
National parks were created which resulted into 
their evictions

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Acknowledge the historical injustice faced by the Indigenous Peoples by honoring court judgments such 

a Benet Consent Judgment of 27th October 2005 and Batwa Court ruling of 19th August 2021 resulting 
from the Batwa Constitutional Court petition of 8th February 2013 seeking for recognition in the interna-
tional Law. 

2. Government of Uganda should adopt appropriate national legislation including the review of the 1995 
Constitution and National Land policy (2013) to address the landlessness, marginalization, and discrim-
ination caused by the creation of conservation areas and National Game Parks and reserve, exploitation 
of extractives and to institute prompt, adequate and fair compensation to ethnic minority communities 
who lost their ancestral lands.

3. Consider ethnic minorities who miss in the 3rd schedule of Uganda’s 1995 Constitution as of 1st February 
1926 such as Benet, Maragoli among others who are not in the 1995 Constitution listed as ethnic groups.

4. Extend social services to ethnic minorities. Uganda Government should build schools in areas occupied 
by ethnic minorities with qualified and enough teachers and adequate learning/teaching materials.
Government should construct and adequately equip more health facilities in areas occupied by ethnic 
minorities, elevate and upgrade Health centers III to Health Center IVs. 

5. Recognize Indigenous People in the Constitution in line with the United Nations Declarations on the 
rights of Indigenous People and strengthen efforts to consult Indigenous People so as to ensure their 
effective enjoyment of their economic, social and cultural rights.  

6. Government of Uganda needs to guarantee elected positions of office for Ethnic Minorities to ensure 
their political representation and participation.

7. 
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CONTACT US

Ms.Agnes Kabajuni,
Executive Director
Minority Rights Group International (MRG)
Mulira Close, Plot No.2 Block D,Ntinda
P.O.BOX 31607,Kampala,Uganda
Tel: +256(0) 393-266-832 
Agnes.kabajuni@minorityrights.org


