
ISSUES
1. Arrests, torture, harassment and threats to environmental human rights defenders.
2. Pollution in oil and gas exploitation in ecologically sensitive sites
3. Environment and Climate Injustice
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  CHALLENGES            IMPACTS

1. Arrests, torture, harassements and threats to 
environmental human rights defenders.

2. Pollution in oil and gas extraction in ecologically 
sensitive sites

3.Environment and Climate Injustice

•	 Many Environmental human rights defenders 
have experienced a lot of brutality and faced 
impunity from the culprits who in most cases 
are government workers and relatives to the 
same. 

•	 There have been continuous threats on the 
lives of these defenders/activists yet the work 
they do is very crucial to the sustainable 
economic growth of Uganda as an agrarian 
country. A case in point is threats against 
members of Friends of ZOKA in Adjumani.

•	 The recent oil and gas exploration activities in 
the Albertine region of western Uganda have 
already impacted the rights of the local people 
at various scales. 

•	 The Biodiversity, wildlife conservation and 
ecological tourism of the Albertine region is 
under threat and the transboundary water, 
fisheries resources have been polluted. 

•	 Unsustainable illegal logging, deforestation 
and commercial charcoal trade that has heavily 
depleted Uganda’s forest cover-Adjumani, West 
Nile, Northern & Bunyoro Regions.

•	 Lack of enforcement of environmental laws 
and judicial decisions, delayed justice and/or 
constant adjournments in courts of law. 

•	 Lack of public awareness on environmental 
and climate justice legal and policy framework 
due to limited dissemination of environment 
and climate change information which 
leaves many citizens in the dark about their 
environmental rights.

•	 Lack of Political Will in supporting conservation 
efforts in and around sensitive and rich 
ecological sites like Central Forest Reserve, 
Wildlife Reserves and Wetlands.

•	 Inadequate Climate financing hindering efforts 
towards access to environmental and climate 
justice.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Government should undertake independent investigations into human rights violations and 
abuses committed against environmental human rights defenders and bring the perpetrators to 
account.

2. We ask the government of Uganda to recognise and ensure a conducive working environment for 
environmental human rights defenders as well pass the Human Rights Defenders Protection Bill

3. The government should consider investing in research activities to generate credible information 
on wildlife and other ecological species and the dangers they face in the extraction of oil and gas 
for informed decision

4. The government should establish a workable mechanism for protection of endangered species in 
the extractive’s regions.

5. We ask the government to increase financing to environmental and climate sectors in order to 
enhance the capacity of the technical personels at grass root levels in addressing environmental 
and climate change plights in the communities.

6. Government of Uganda should set up an Environmental Court which is best suited to handle 
environment and climate related matters expeditiously as most these matters need urgent 
attention and should consider putting up strict mechanisms on enforcement of environmental 
laws. 
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CONTACT US

Advocates Coalition for Development and 
Environment (ACODE) 
Plot. 96 Kanjokya Street, Kamwokya
P.o. Box 29836, Kampala – Uganda
Phone: 256 312 812150/ 256 312 812150; 
Email: acode@acode-u.org


