
                                                       
 
For Immediate Release 

2017 International Women Human Rights Defenders’ Day: Honouring the Legacy of 
Deputy Chief Justice Emeritus, Laetitia Eulalia Mary Mukasa Kikonyogo Former Deputy 
Chief Justice of the Republic of Uganda 
 
(Kampala, November 29th, 2017) On the occasion of International Women Human Rights 
Defenders’ Day this 29th November 2017, we salute the courageous women among us who 
continue to dedicate their lives to defend the rights and fundamental freedoms of women 
in Uganda, Africa and around the world. The work of challenging gender equality and 
taking on roles that go against the dominant sexist stereotypes and paternalistic practises 
increasingly exposes Women Human Rights Defenders (WHRDs) to gender-specific 
threats, often within hostile context. Despite these risks and other challenges, several 
WHRDs continue to conduct the invaluable advocacy and activism necessary for creating 
a world where  girls, women , boy and men have equal rights, live with dignity and freedom 
from want or fear.  
 
Today, we honour all women human rights defenders and acknowledge the valuable 
contributions they make to Uganda as well as the protection and promotion of the civil, 
political, economic, social, and cultural rights of women and girls. We specifically 
acknowledge the life and contributions of former Deputy Justice Laetitia Eulalia Mary-
Mukasa -Kikonyogo a trailblazer who in 1997 became the country’s first woman Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Uganda besides that previous positions she held. She consistently 
broke the mould and paved the way for more women human rights defenders as Uganda’s 
first female Grade One Magistrate, Chief Magistrate, High Court Judge, and the first 
female Judge to be appointed to the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court. She was a Lady 
of high integrity, strong believer in women’s rights, a strong advocate for gender justice – 
specifically the end of gender-based violence- and she used her position of influence to 
promote the empowerment of women and justice in her career life. 
 
We honour her memory and express solidarity with Women Human Rights Defenders 
globally who continue in this struggle despite the hostility, intimidation, resistance and a 
working environment that is not sufficiently supportive of this necessary and irresistible 
noble work. 
 
FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY 
 
For more information please contact. 
National Coalition of Human Rights Defenders Uganda +256-414-699-373 
info@hrdcoalition.ug 
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